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THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE Aes 
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH, 
66TH STREET AND AVENUE A, 
NEW YORK, 


August 28, 1917. 


My dear Sir Robert: 

At the suggestion of Professor Mavor I take the liberty of con- 
veying to you my knowledge of the personality and the scientific char- 
acter of Professor T. Brailsford Robertson of the University of Cali- 
fornia. Prof. Robertson is an Englishman but wes educated in Adelaide, 
Australia, where Prof. Bragg, the famous physicist, now o the University 
of Leeds, England, took a special interest in him. About a year or two 
aco Brage offered him a position as biochemist at Leeds, but Robertson 
had te refuse it since the stipend, 500 pounds, was at that time inade- 
quate on account of the fact that Robertson as a student had incurred 
financial obligations which he had to pay off. His position in Berkeley, 
Californie, which brings him, I think, about four thousand dollars, allowed 
him to do so. Rebertson, who is now about thirty years old, i§ one of the 
most brilliant men I have met. He is not only a thorough biochemist but 
he is an equally thorough mathematician and physicist, and a little book 
for children, which he wrote for his amusement, under the title “Mayonnaise 
and the Universe" is easily the most charming beck of that kind ever writ- 


ten. During the lest summer he gave a course of lectures on the History 


+ 
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of Science. I mention all this to show the universality of his interests 
and ability. He is an unusual lecturer and extremely popular as such 
With the students. His lectures are not only attended by the regular 
medical men but by a great many outsiders who simply hear them for the 


charm and brilliancy of his delivery. 


The same originality which characterizes the man in general appears 
also in his work. He is extremely prolific and the only criticism that 
has been made and could legitimately be made is that his ease of pro- 
duction and his abundance of ideas make him a too rapid producer; but 
I am sure that this will remedy itself in time, if it needs to be remedied. 

His personality is charming and he is admired by all whe come in con- 
tact with hin. 

Hoping that you will forgive this intrusion, I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 


) 


y Aepitk Cy2n 


y, 


Sir Robert A. Falconer, 


£ 


President of the University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Canada. 
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